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BOOK THREE 


El Paso, once a thriving 
commercial hub in the West 
Texas District connecting the 

Great Plains and Arizona 

Territories, now lies in ruins as its 
population has fled towards San 
Antonio. 


The city has been left deserted, 
with only remnants of its former 
glory remaining. 


A coalition of ragtag militias, 
rumored to have joined forces 
with the formidable Llyod Austin 
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Bio-Gender Brigade based in 
Tucson, has advanced towards El 
Paso after defeating the Mexican 
Army in the catastrophic battle of 

Douglas. 


The once bustling city now 
stands as a ghost town, a 
Shadow of its former self. 


The future of El Paso remains 
uncertain as the forces of 
destruction continue to ravage 
the once vibrant urban 
landscape. 


With its people scattered and its 
infrastructure in shambles, the 
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city faces an uphill battle to 
reclaim its former status as a key 
player in the region. 


At first, the courageous Texas 
Rangers managed to halt the 
enemy's progress and pushed 
them back towards the mountain 
passes leading into the Organ 
Mountains located east of the 
trading post of Las Cruces. 
However, in the following 
months, there has been a 
continuous stream of skirmishes 
and small bandito raids that have 
put a strain on General Clarke's 
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forces, making it challenging to 
fend off these attacks effectively. 


The recent decision to close the 
Mexican border to American 
immigration, coupled with the 
shutdown of the consulate in 
downtown El Paso, has led to a 
significant exodus of refugees, 
creating a surge that is 
overwhelming local civil defense 
authorities in San Antonio and its 
Surrounding areas. 


This influx has strained resources 
and tested the capacity of local 
officials, who are grappling with 
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the challenges posed by the 

sudden increase in displaced 

individuals seeking safety and 
support. 


The situation calls for urgent 
attention and coordinated efforts 
to address the humanitarian 
needs of those affected, as the 


ripple effects of these border 
policies continue to impact 
communities far beyond the 
immediate vicinity. 


Officials within the San Antonio 
mayor's office have expressed 
deep frustration over what they 
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perceive as a lack of support 
from the Texas Government, 
which has left the city to grapple 
with the overwhelming influx of 
several hundred thousand 
refugees from El Paso who are in 
desperate need of food and 
medical care. 


This abandonment has placed an 
enormous strain on local 
resources and services, as the 
city struggles to provide for those 
fleeing dire circumstances. 


The situation calls for immediate 
attention and collaboration from 


GIOVANNI METRO STOP GALLERY 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 


(er 


THE BATTLE 


/ GIOVANNI MET 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTDJsNGAPORE — ¢ 


THE BATTLE OF EL PASO 3 


state authorities to ensure that 
the needs of these vulnerable 
individuals are met and that San 
Antonio is not left to shoulder 
this burden alone. 


The government has made it 
clear that they had no choice but 


to strengthen security measures 
along the eastern borderlands in 
response to the ongoing threats 
posed by Ahriman's mercenary 
army of extraterrestrial warriors, 
who are reportedly being led by 
the renowned Jedi Refugees. 


The Texas Sam Houston Defense 
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Line has been facing relentless 
pressure from these hostile 
forces, prompting the 
government to take decisive 
action to protect the safety and 
well-being of the citizens living in 
the region. 


With the presence of such a 
formidable and dangerous 
adversary, it is imperative for the 
government to prioritize the 
defense of the borderlands and 
ensure that all necessary 
precautions are taken to prevent 
any potential incursions or 
attacks. 
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The escalating conflict between 
the Republic of Texas and the 
new Tulsa Government regarding 
the deserted oil fields in southern 
Oklahoma was further 
exacerbated by this development. 
This situation only served to 
intensify the already strained 
relations between the two 
entities, adding fuel to the fire of 
their ongoing dispute over the 
valuable resources in the region. 


The Texas Ministry of Defense's 
government spokesperson 
neglected to mention that talks 
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with the new Tulsa Government 
had nearly fallen apart, leading to 
the likelihood of conflict for the 
many Texas Settlers living in 
southern Oklahoma. 


The Ministry of Defense has 
cautioned the government that 
without relocating the majority of 


the Texas National Guard's Fifth 

Army from Fort Hood, they would 

not have enough forces to defend 
this region. 


The government has been 
cautioned by the defense 
minister about the potential 
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consequences of abandoning Fort 
Hood. 


It has been emphasized that such 
a decision would have a 
Significant and adverse impact on 
the ongoing efforts to restore 
and modernize the large armored 


units that were left behind 
following the collapse of the older 
generation's United States Army 
and the signing of the 
International Disarmament Treaty 
in 2025, which marked the final 
action of the now defunct United 
Nations. 
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The defense minister's warning 
underscores the importance of 
maintaining and preserving the 
infrastructure and resources at 
Fort Hood, as their abandonment 
would not only hinder the 
reclamation efforts but also have 
far-reaching implications for 
national security and defense 
capabilities. 


It is crucial for the government to 
carefully consider the potential 
ramifications and take proactive 

measures to address the 
situation at Fort Hood in order to 


GIOVANNI METRO STOP GALLERY 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 


4@RE BATTLE OF EL/PASO 3 


METRO STOP GALLERY 
DNS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 y 


THE BATTLE OF EL PASO 3 


avoid any detrimental effects on 
the country's military readiness 
and strategic position. 


It is important to highlight that 
Fort Hood served as the primary 
Staging and supply hub for all 
military operations in the western 
borderlands, encompassing the 
command led by General Clarke 
in El Paso. 


This strategic location played a 
crucial role in coordinating 
resources and logistics, ensuring 
that forces were well-equipped 
and prepared for any challenges 
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they faced in the region. 


The significance of Fort Hood in 
this capacity cannot be 
overstated, as it was instrumental 
in maintaining operational 
efficiency and readiness for the 
troops stationed in this vital area. 


The situation along the western 
frontier was dire when General 
Clarke found himself 
unexpectedly ambushed during a 
fierce nighttime assault 
orchestrated by the united militia 
leaders from the Arizona and 
New Mexico Territories. 
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This sudden onslaught led to a 
significant retreat that historians 
would later liken to the defeat of 
the Mexican Army at the Battle of 

Douglas, marking a pivotal 
moment in the region's 
tumultuous history. 


The attack not only caught Clarke 
off guard but also forced his 
command post, situated on the 
western bank of the Rio Grande 
River, to flee across the river as it 
confront the harsh realities of 
warfare in a volatile landscape. 


The ferocity of the battle was 
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evident as the militias 
demonstrated their strength and 
determination in overcoming the 
obstacles posed by General 
Clarke's forces. 


With precision and skill, they 
managed to secure key vantage 


points that allowed them to 
dominate the strategic landscape 
on the western side of the river. 


Without the fearless actions of 
the courageous Texas Rangers, 
General Clarke and his army may 
not have been able to retreat to 
the east side of the river in time. 
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The bravery and quick thinking of 
the Texas Rangers played a 
crucial role in ensuring the safety 
and successful withdrawal of 
General Clarke and his troops. 


Shortly after the first light of 
dawn, General Clarke mobilized 
his National Guard Army, 
directing key members of his elite 
personal guard to make a 
Strategic crossing back over the 
river. 


This decisive maneuver aimed to 
provide much-needed support to 
the beleaguered Texas Rangers, 
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who were valiantly holding their 
ground in or around the vicinity 
of his previous command post. 


As the clock struck noon, the 
invading forces were in complete 
retreat, showing signs of 
weakness and defeat. 


The general, in a strategic move, 
orchestrated a controlled 
withdrawal, indicating a shift in 
tactics and a possible 
abandonment of the defense of 
the buffer zone along the 
western banks. 


The situation seemed dire for the 
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invaders as they scrambled to 
regroup and reassess their plans, 
while the general appeared to be 
recalibrating his strategy for the 
ongoing conflict. 


As the evening bugle sounded, 
the main army command was 
finally set up near the deserted 
refugee camps located to the 
east of the city, right along the 
old interstate highway. 


The strategic positioning of the 
command center allowed for easy 
access to the city while also 
maintaining a close proximity to 
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the abandoned refugee camps, 
ensuring that any necessary 
resources or reinforcements 
could be quickly mobilized along 
the old I-10 Highway. 


Future historians might well 
make a case for General Clarke's 
decision to establish the main 
army command in such a location 
showcased the careful planning 
and foresight of the military 
leaders, demonstrating their 
commitment to effectively 
managing the situation at hand 
and while it does make a good 
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Story, it would be, yet, another 
tall tale that West Texas is so 
famous for. 


As the sun began to dip towards 
the horizon, Chester and 
Commander Santos trailed 
behind the patrol, making their 
way towards the abandoned 
camp that once belonged to 
General Clarke's main command 
post on the western side of the 
Rio Grande River. 


The shadows grew longer as they 
approached the site, the 
remnants of the former camp 
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becoming more visible with each 
step they took. 


Lt. Chester and Commander 
Santos could feel the weight of 
history in the air as they walked 
through the deserted grounds, 
imagining the hustle and bustle 
that once filled the area during 


General Clarke's reign. 


The sun's golden rays cast a 
warm glow over the camp, 
highlighting the remnants of 
tents and equipment left behind, 
serving as a reminder of the past 
events that had taken place 
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there. As they explored the camp 
further, Lt. Chester and 
Commander Santos couldn't help 
but feel a sense of reverence for 
the soldiers who had once called 
this place home, their bravery 
and sacrifice echoing through the 
empty space. 


Within the confines of the camp, 
a modest group of elderly cows 
roamed aimlessly, their hooves 

kicking up dust as they 
scavenged through the remnants 

of the garbage piles in a 

relentless quest for any 
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semblance of edible vegetation. 


Several plumes of smoke billowed 
out from the main bunkers and 
complexes, creating a haunting 

scene as the charred towers 
stood tall, their structures 
weakened by the fierce Simoom. 


The smoke twisted and curled in 

the air, a somber sight that spoke 

of the devastation that had swept 
through the area. 


As Lt. Chester gazed at the 
smoke-filled sky, he couldn't help 
but feel a sense of foreboding 
about what lay ahead. 
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The realization that our collective 
future was hanging in the 
balance, much like the smoke 
that hung motionless above, 
weighed heavily on his heart. 


The scene before him served as a 
stark reminder of the fragility of 
life and the uncertainty of what 


tomorrow may bring. 


The once bustling market stalls 
and food stands now stood 
empty and abandoned, devoid of 
any signs of life. 


Everything and everyone had 
disappeared, leaving only a few 
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Stray animals wandering the 
desolate streets. 


The eerie sound of the wind 
echoed through the vacant side 
streets, creating a haunting 
atmosphere in the deserted 
town. 


The absence of people and 
activity in the normally lively 
market area was a stark contrast 
to its usual vibrant energy. 


The silence that now enveloped 
the deserted streets only 
emphasized the emptiness and 
solitude that had taken over the 
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once bustling hub of the town. 


As a stray cat and several dogs 
roamed the empty streets, their 
presence served as a reminder of 
the life that used to fill the now 
desolate market. 


The chilling echoes of the wind 


added to the eerie ambiance, 
creating a sense of abandonment 
and loneliness in the once 
thriving community. 


The General's Command Bunker 
reveals a scene of chaos and 
destruction, with stripped walls 
and half-burnt telexes strewn 
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about in the corners amidst 
smoldering piles of official papers 
and files. 


This silent testimony speaks 
volumes about the events of the 
last twenty-four hours, 
highlighting how the forces were 
caught off guard by an 
unidentified enemy. 


Rumors circulating suggest that 
this was a well-coordinated 
attack by a major force, catching 
them by surprise before dawn. 
The disarray and remnants of the 
attack paint a vivid picture of the 
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intensity and severity of the 
situation. 


The stripped walls and scattered 
telexes within the smoldering 
piles of official papers and files in 
the General's Command Bunker 
serve as a haunting reminder of 
the events that transpired in the 
last twenty-four hours. 


The chaos and destruction within 

the bunker are a clear indication 

of how the general's forces were 

taken by surprise by an unknown 
enemy. 


The offensive was successfully 
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repelled, with the Texas Rangers 
maintaining control of the 
elevated terrain, which facilitated 
the safe retreat of the National 
Guard forces to the eastern side 
of the river. 


The soldiers valiantly engaged in 


a fierce defensive maneuver, and 

initial accounts indicate that they 

sustained a significant amount of 

losses. However, General Clarke 
and his high-ranking officers 

were unharmed and secure in a 
confidential site within the El 

Paso District. 
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Despite the challenging 
circumstances, the leadership 
remains intact and ready to 
strategize for the next phase of 
the operation. 


Commander Santos diligently 
focused on collecting the 


remaining documents, 
determined to prevent any new 
scouting teams from the enemy 
from piecing together the events 
that had transpired, as well as 
the critical developments that lay 
ahead. 


His meticulous efforts were 
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aimed at safeguarding vital 
information, ensuring that the 
attackers would remain in the 
dark about the situation and 
unable to anticipate the next 
moves of his forces. 


By securing these papers, he 
aimed to maintain the upper 
hand, thwarting any attempts by 
the opposition to gain insight into 
their strategies and plans for the 
future. 


The unscorched messages all 
contained the unsettling news of 
a deteriorating state of authority 
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across the entire occupied region 
to the west of the river. Each 
message conveyed the same 

grim tidings and vague reports, 

painting a troubling picture of the 

breakdown of order and control. 
The situation seemed to be 
worsening with each passing 
message, creating a sense of 
urgency and concern among 
those receiving the updates. 


As he delved deeper into the 
pages, his anxiety grew with 
each passing sentence, his mind 
racing to connect the dots 


GIOVANNI METRO STOP GALLERY 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 


~ 


GIOVANNI } \ IETRO STOP GALLERY 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 


ye 
ng 


THE BATTLE OF EL PASO 3 


between the unfolding events in 
the vast landscapes of Arizona 
and New Mexico. 


The more he absorbed the 
information, the more concerned 
he became about the underlying 

pattern and the implications it 
held for the territories. 


With each turn of the page, his 
unease mounted, painting a 
clearer picture of the intricate 
web of events that were playing 
out in the Southwest. 


If the assailants had managed to 
breach the command bunker, 
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they would have discovered a 
valuable trove of classified 
information that revealed a 

concerning connection between 
the Texas Government and 
General Clarke's efforts to 
stabilize the region and the 

People's Republic of California 
and the Republic of Mexico. 


This secret intel would have shed 
light on the intricate web of 
alliances and negotiations that 
were taking place behind the 
scenes, potentially altering the 
course of the conflict. 
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The implications of this revelation 
could have had far-reaching 
consequences, shaping the future 
of the territories and the balance 
of power in the region. 


The implications of that 
revelation were far from joyous 
or satisfying; if his assessment 
was accurate, it suggested that 

General Clarke and the Texas 
Government had likely received 
prior intelligence regarding the 
escalating alliance among the 

regional warlords and the 
formidable figure of Commissar 
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Llyod Austin along with his Bio- 
Gender brigade. 


This foreknowledge raised 
troubling questions about the 
extent of their awareness and 

involvement in the unfolding 
chaos, casting a shadow over 
their intentions and actions in the 
face of such a dire threat. 


The Texas War Commission 
conducted further investigations 
to delve into the crucial question 
of why the border had not been 

reinforced. 


The Commission sought to 
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understand the reasons behind 
the lack of reinforcement along 
the border, aiming to uncover any 
potential oversights or negligence 
that may have occurred. 


By focusing on this key question, 
the Commission aimed to shed 


light on any potential gaps in 
security measures and identify 
areas for improvement to prevent 
similar issues in the future. 


The gravity of this revelation 
weighed heavily on Commander 
Santos as he began to connect 

the dots and unravel the motives 
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behind this potential betrayal. 


It became clear to him that there 
was a hidden agenda at play, one 
that sought to weaken the 
strongest defense against the 
looming threats that threatened 
the safety and security of their 
territory. 


With a sense of urgency and 
determination, Commander 
Santos vowed to uncover the 
truth behind this sinister plot and 
protect General Clarke from any 
harm that may come his way. 


He understood the importance of 
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standing united against external 
threats, and he was prepared to 
do whatever it took to ensure 
that their defenses remained 
strong and impenetrable in the 
face of adversity. 


Years later, it became evident 


that a significant power struggle 
was taking place within the 
government of the Republic of 
Texas. 


This internal conflict ultimately 
determined whether the new 
nation would continue to 
maintain its independence or if it 
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would opt to rejoin Ahriman’s 
Collation of the Willing Nations. 


Throughout the extensive years 
of hardship and the continuous 
battle against Ahriman and his 
group of off-world mercenaries, 
who are being commanded by 


the notorious Jedi Refugees, it is 
truly astonishing to comprehend 
the level of treachery that existed 
within the Government of the 
Republic of Texas. 


The common citizen may never 
uncover the truth behind this 
treacherous event, but according 
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to legend, General Clarke faced 
an impossible decision. He was 
allegedly presented with two 
choices: to save the country from 
Ahriman’s Great Social Reset or 
to confront the impending 
invasion head-on. 


Whichever path he chose, it 
seemed that General Clarke was 
destined to suffer a loss. 


Taking the decisive step to 
advance eastward to thwart a 
possible coup led by Ahriman 
would exemplify not only his 

personal strategic insight(s) but 
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also show his dedication and 
commitment to proactive 
governance. 


This move would highlight his 
unwavering dedication to 
Safeguarding the Republic's 
Stability, effectively addressing 


potential threats before they 
escalate into conflict. 


By acting preemptively, he would 
not only reinforce his leadership 
qualities but also ensure that he 
is not merely reacting to crises as 
they arise, but rather taking 
charge to shape a secure future 
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for all involved. 


Despite his internal conflict, he 
carefully weighed the 
consequences of his potential 
actions. 


He recognized that opting for this 
path could result in his enemies 


twisting the narrative against 
him, painting him as a cowardly 
figure abandoning his post. 


On the other hand, he 
understood that taking 
preemptive measures to address 
the situation would showcase his 
dedication to safeguarding the 
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Western Part of the Republic. 
However, he was aware that 
amidst the chaos of political 
agendas, where his true 
intentions might be 
overshadowed by the relentless 
scrutiny of the capital's media. 


If he had stood his ground and 
fought back the Invading Warlord 
Militias, his political enemies 
would have had time to 
consolidate their hold over the 
political structure in the capital 
and thus, pull the rug out from 
under his feet! 
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Commander Santos was keenly 
aware of the significance of the 
documents left behind. 


As he meticulously gathered and 
prepared to destroy them, he 
knew that these papers held the 
key to uncovering the treasonous 


activities that were taking place. 
Despite the weight of the 
situation, he understood that 
following orders was paramount, 
and he was determined to carry 
out his duty with unwavering 
resolve. 


Confused and weary, Commander 
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Santos sank into the worn 
student chair he had dragged to 
the table, his eyes scanning the 

third of the Telex message he 
was yet to burn, reading in the 
dimming light, each word blurring 
together as he sifted through the 
remnants of charred documents 
Surrounding him. 


The weight of the situation 
pressed down on him, and the 
flickering remnants of the papers 
seemed to echo the urgency of 
the message, compelling him to 
decipher its meaning amidst the 
chaos. 
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The Telex message had a 
profound impact on how each of 
his evaluations were organized 
and understood, bringing clarity 
and structure to his assessments. 
The message served as a catalyst 
for aligning his thoughts and 
assessments in a more coherent 
and logical manner, ultimately 
enhancing the overall quality of 
his evaluations. 


"Yesterday evening at 10:00 P.M. 
(Local time), the military radio 
broadcasted breaking news 
regarding the apprehension of 
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the Texas General Staff in 
Houston, as well as several other 
prominent political figures. 


This significant event has sent 
shockwaves throughout the 
region, marking a pivotal 
moment in the political landscape 
of Texas. 


The swift and decisive action 
taken by the insurrectionists has 
undoubtedly left citizens 
questioning the future direction 
of their state and the implications 
of these arrests on the overall 
Stability of the government. 
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Following their takeover of Radio 
Houston, the insurrectionists 
announced that, effective 
tomorrow morning, all current 
political parties will be banned, 
by a directive issued by the newly 
established interim government. 
This government appears to be 
operating under the direct 
influence of General Burnside, 
the former commander of the 3rd 
National Guard Defense Force, 
which was previously deployed 
along the southern border in 
response to the Republic of 
Mexico. 
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The implications of this 
declaration are profound, as it 
Signals a significant shift in the 
political landscape, effectively 

silencing dissent and 
consolidating power in the hands 
of the insurrectionists. 


The Interim Texas Government 


will officially declare the date of a 
peace treaty with Ahriman's 
Coalition of the Willing Nations in 
the morning. 


This significant announcement 
marks a pivotal moment in 
diplomatic relations between the 
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two parties, showcasing a 
commitment to fostering peace 
and cooperation. 


The anticipation surrounding this 
event is palpable, as both sides 
eagerly await the details of the 

treaty and the potential 
implications it may have on 


future interactions. 


This declaration is a testament to 
the power of diplomacy and the 
willingness of nations to come 
together for the greater good." 


This telex is destined to be 
nothing more than a complete 
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fabrication, a piece of 
misinformation designed to instill 
fear in the frontline troops 
engaged in intense 
confrontations with marauding 
militias and bandits. 


The alarming nature of this news 


is likely meant to incite panic 
among these brave individuals, 
compelling them to abandon their 
posts in the borderlands as they 
rush to protect their families and 
Safeguard their homes from 
perceived threats. 


Commander Santos chose to 
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withhold all the details from Lt. 

Chester and the young Captain, 

who had just returned to inform 

him that the camp was devoid of 
any valuable items. 


Despite this, he could sense from 
the captain's expression that he 
had already deduced the 
situation over the last day and 
was anxious about leading the 
patrol back to the east side of the 
river. 


The youthful Captain, seemed to 
be a likeable chap who might 
have bee a store clerk or college 
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student in the years before the 
war, surveyed the room with a 
vacant gaze before calmly 
informing Chester and 
Commander Santos that it was 
imperative to take action, as his 
scouts had spotted an 
approaching enemy advance 
party concealed in the wooded 
area across the camp. 


He emphasized the lack of 
resources to engage in a futile 
firefight in the dilapidated camp, 
stressing the need to relocate 
and avoid a confrontation that 
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would inevitably end in defeat. 


The young captain appeared to 
be assessing the situation on the 
battlefield, cautioning against the 

dangers of engaging in a 
potentially perilous firefight. 


He expressed concern that 
risking capture or death was not 
a viable option for his men, 
subtly indicating that he could 
not assure the safety of the 
Commander during their hurried 
retreat to the paddle boat located 
by the riverside. 


Furthermore, he seemed 
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prepared to deliver the 
unfortunate news to the General 
regarding the abandoned camp 

they had encountered. 


In closing, he offered a final 
piece of advice, emphasizing the 
importance of careful 
consideration in their next steps: 


“Consider traveling south as a 
strategic move for safety. It Is 
possible that the Army Group has 
shifted its position to the south in 
order to execute a pincer attack 
against the militias. Alternatively, 
the Mexican Army could have 
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established a new defensive line 
Closer to the border, indicating a 
potentially safer route in that 
direction. Heading south may 
offer a more secure path given 
these potential scenarios. " 


Commander Santos found himself 
in a difficult position as he 
debated whether or not to relay 
the news to the captain that the 
Army Group had already moved 
to the eastern side of El Paso, 
resulting in General Clarke's new 
command bunker still awaiting 
setup. 
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Despite the setback, a resilient 
group of Texas Rangers stood as 
the last line of defense between 
the Militias and the river defense 

line, valiantly holding their 
position and thwarting any 
attempts by the enemy to push 
forward. 


Commander Santos was a battle- 
hardened veteran, having fought 
in the early skirmishes of the 
bandit wars along the Northern 
Frontiers, long before the 
formation of the new Tulsa 
Government. 


GIOVANNI METRO STOP GALLERY 
WWWG PRODUCTIONS LTD. SINGAPORE — COPYRIGHT 2024 


THE BATTLE OF EL PASO 3 


Throughout the years, he had 
gained invaluable insights into 
the innate military prowess of 
General Clarke, a fact that led 
him to carefully consider the 
young Captain's proposal to 
venture south independently 
while his patrol drew the bandit 


forces’ attention during their 
retreat to the riverbank. 


Santos recognized that the 
general was a shrewd and 
experienced strategist, and it 
would be foolish to 
underestimate his ability to 
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execute such a daring maneuver. 
It was indeed a difficult decision 
to make. 


The situation was far more 
complex than it appeared, and 
Commander Santos was acutely 
aware that he and Lt. Chester 

were ill-equipped to navigate the 
challenges ahead without 
assistance. 


The terrain to the south lay 
exposed and unprotected, 
presenting a daunting obstacle 
that would likely thwart their 
progress. 
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He understood that venturing 
even a mere hundred yards 
beyond the safety of their camp 
would be an insurmountable task 
for the two of them alone. 


Commander Santos glanced at 


the young captain, a playful glint 
in his eye, and leaned in slightly 
to share a secretive remark, 
“Strength lies in unity!” 


Lt. Chester responded with a firm 
nod, fully embracing the wisdom 
of his superior's words. 
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